Personal Statement Tips

 1.  Do not wait until the last minute to write your essay. 
 2.  Follow the directions as written.
 3.  Write a first draft.
 4.   Do not manufacture hardship or adversity.
 5.   Don't try to be overly funny or creative.
 6.  Be incredibly careful not to plagiarize.
 7.  Put your draft aside for 24 hours and read again.
 8.  Correct mistakes as you write.
 9.  Make correction in sentence structure, grammar, punctuation, and spelling.
10. If possible, let someone else (an English teacher, for example) read and evaluate 
     your paper. 
11.Your essay should be a word-processed document.
12.  Don't get cute with Fonts or Format.

Below is a suggested format for organizing your personal statement.  

1st. Paragraph - (Introduce yourself and your family)
State your position in the family-only child, oldest, youngest, or in between so many brothers and sisters.  Discuss your family situation - you live with one or both parents, or with a guardian.  Do your parents work, or will you need financial assistance?

2nd. Paragraph - (Discuss your school and community)
Is the community composed mostly of apartments or single-family homes?  Do you participate in any community or church activities?  Describe some of your school experiences and activities.

3rd. Paragraph - (Discuss college and career goals)
Why do you want to go to college?  Do you have an occupational goal or are you undecided at the present time?  What is your present field of interest - math, data science, music, foreign language, etc.?  You might mention a person, course, etc., that has influenced your present career goal.

4th. Paragraph - (Discuss your present grade point average)
Are your grades average, above average?  Have you taken honors or advanced placement classes?   

5th. Paragraph - (Discuss your extra-curricular activities)
Do you have any special hobbies or talents-sing, act, play an instrument, write poetry, debate etc.?

6th. Paragraph - (State and summarize your plans for the future)
Discuss the future.  What are your hopes and plans?  Will you travel?  How will going to college affect your life?
Questions??
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